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‘o mever know who you'll meet on Sea [sland, It could
be a foreign dignitary, a sitting president, or the executive
whnse home you are secretly renovating, Such was the case
for principal Chad Goehring of Harrison Desigm, who was
execnting a study addition for homeowner Lori Nicholson
as a gift to her hushand Peter, The two men, having never met, were
coltwidentally paired as volunteer caddie and player during a PGA
event hosted on the island, and Goebiring was careful not to divalge
the surprize project as he carried Nicholson's clubs, When Nichaolson
recounted, in jest, how his caddie had cost him a shot by misealeulating
vardage, Lo eouldn't help but peveal that Goehring was sctually their
architectural desipner. “They contirse to loygh about the partnering
vears later and that it's a good thing [ have my day job,” says Goehring.
The New Yorle-based Nicholsoms have continued to work with
Goehring to transform their quintessential Sea [sland cottage into a
perfect vacation home and eventual permanent residence, After years
aof wisiting the coastal destination for Thanksgiving, their ssasonal
tradition turned info a pursuit of 8 second home on the island.
“Inm 2012, we bgan cur search for the perfeet property. My zon started
sending us real estate listings, and my daugditer and I ook thisonasa

miszion,” saya Nicholson. “When we came upon our now home,

we were drawn to the unassuming exterior, the courtyard entry, and
the serenity of the space.” While the cottage reflected the understated
verve that the Nicholsons desired, and its location was mere stepa
from the heach, the fontprint proved to be too tight, and the
architecture felt closed off from its lush surroundings.

Two separate renovations allowed for a more practical living space
arud established a connection to the cutdoors, The first undertaking
sought to meorporate additiomal square footage into the 1970s property
by carving out a playroorm for the eouple’s three grandehildren,
extending the Iiving quarters, and building a freestanding study that
connects to the main bowse thirouph a breezeway. Flans for a master
bedronm suite, inchiding a vestibule, dressing closet, and pood hall
followed two years later and completed the Nicholsons' vision for the
cobtage. “With both additions, we made sure that we were sensitive
to the original design; we didn't double the fontprint. The appropriate-
ness of the new landscaping really reflects the swrroundings and ties
it all in,” say= Goehring,

Floor-to-ceiling windows and French deors offer views of swaving
palm and oak trees nestled into a well-appointed landscape by
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These pages: “For the second pan of the rencvatian,
the: pricrity wos the moster sute. Lori wanked on eleganl
and comiomable dressing salon ond closet combination
akng with o hully redesigned, appropriote maskr
bathroom,” soys Chod Goehring

Davil Wentworth that is hoth manicured and freely
blooming. A peaceful cadence of sparkling pocl
water reflecting into the sunroom makes it the
perfect perch for Nicholson—a busy media and
entertainment industry executive—to start her day,

Tomether with her sister, interfor desipner Cheryl
Merrifield, they created a lght and airy palette that
complements these moments of cabm throughout
the hore. "My wardrobe is mostly white, but I love
to throw in a pop of color I guess that transcends
into how | thought about moy home, Colors that
draw my eve are either soothing or interesting” she
agys, Painted white floors and celling beams brightan
up the main volume of the home, while punchy
wallpapers by Guadrille and Clarence House make
a sophisticated splash, Nicholson and Merrifield
implemented a more organke approach to decorating,
eollecting pleces over time and repurposing
ehierished items from past residences,

The boimee's irviting miliow encourages meinoe-
rable experiences for the family and their puests,
whether sharing stories at the dining table or
relaxing by the pool. Come fall, the couple will be
delighting in their coastal cottage all the more as
they move to the island permanently. “We're
building a new tradition for our grandchildren,
Gathering on Sea lsland as a family is our greatest
jou” mays Nicholson. “Their house is so charming,
it just feels really pood.” =avs Goehring, “1t makes
vou want to come home.”
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