DESIGN BY BETSY MCBRIDE; ARCHITECTURE BY ROBERT TRETSCH; PHOTO BY MAX KIM-BEE

home
M AY. 2 0 2 2

50

35

HIGH IN THE SKY
A full-floor residence at the Waldorf Astoria
boasts citywide views and well-appointed spaces
Written by JENNIFER BOLES Photographed by MAX KIM-BEE Styled by GINNY BRANCH

Soaring Style

The full-floor penthouse
is furnished predominately with Poltrona
Frau furniture, including
the sofas, armchairs
and coffee table in the
living room.
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Scenic Study
Easy Entertaining

Located at one end of
the living room, the bar
area feels like its own
intimate space because
of its dropped ceiling and
patterned Cowtan & Tout
wallcovering. Lighting is
provided by two Jonathan
Browning fixtures.

E

EVEN WHEN IT WAS an unfinished shell
just waiting to be built out, a full-floor
penthouse inside Buckhead’s Waldorf
Astoria dazzled nonetheless, thanks
to its 360-degree views of Atlanta and
surrounding areas. So when an out-of-state
businessman purchased the residence
as his family’s home away from home,
he sought to finish the space so that the
views remained the primary focus. Turning
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to Harrison Design, which has worked
extensively in the building, the new
homeowner tasked designer Betsy McBride
and architect Robert Tretsch with creating a
sleek aerie in the sky.
Tretsch organized the residence so that
its main living spaces, such as the living
room and study, face south, creating a show
of the city’s skyline. The home’s private
spaces, including bedrooms and bathrooms,
are situated opposite, on what Tretsch refers
to as the “quiet” side of the building, offering peaceful, less-bustling views of North
Atlanta and Stone Mountain.
Advocating a modern, minimalist space,
the architect eschewed crown molding and
extraneous flourishes, but that’s not to say
that the space is devoid of architectural
dash, such as the striking circular recess in
the living room ceiling, which Tretsch conceived as a counterbalance to the building’s
many angles. “The circle lines up with the
center of those windows and boom! It takes
your eye right out to the skyline.”

Two slabs of Calacatta gold marble used as a
fireplace surround is just one draw of the study,
with an inviting seating arrangement of armchairs
and table, all by Minotti, being another. A Kevin
Reilly for Holly Hunt pendant fixture augments the
room’s ample natural light.

Streamlined
Simplicity

Because the homeowner’s wife is an avid
cook, the kitchen is
highly functional and
offers plenty of storage
thanks to walls of cabinetry by Bell Cabinetry &
Design. Designer Betsy
McBride chose Bianco
Cristallo quartzite for the
countertops because
of its durability and the
way it reflects light. “It’s
so beautiful that it practically glows.”
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Head in the Clouds

The son’s bedroom, which
doubles as a guest room, is
bedecked in Area Environments’
atmospheric, cloud-patterned
wallpaper and is “a nod to
the view outside the window,”
says McBride. The bedroom’s
sparkling ceiling fixture is by
Swarovski. opposite Although it
may seem three-dimensional,
the guest bedroom’s botanical
print wallpaper was in fact
printed to look that way. A Roche
Bobois side table is partnered
with a Poltrona Frau bed.

“THE HOMEOWNER WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT
ALL GENERATIONS OF HIS FAMILY WOULD FEEL
COMFORTABLE IN THIS SPACE.”
—BETSY MCBRIDE
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Geometric Gem

In lieu of art, patterned
wallcoverings adorn the
headboard walls in all of
the bedrooms, including
the primary bedroom,
where a Phillip Jeffries
geometric-patterned
wood veneer strikes an
organic note.
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Metal Mix

left The primary bathroom’s
floor is tiled in Specialty
Tile Products’ tonal Origami
Hoshi Marble Mosaic. In contrast to the cool metal tones
used elsewhere in the home,
rose gold fixtures from Dornbracht add warmth to the
space. The tub is by Victoria
+ Albert. right In keeping
with Tretsch’s minimalist
architecture, the powder
room’s sink from Alape is
sleek and columnar. The wall
tile is Carrara Stream from
Renaissance Tile & Bath.

To soften the architectural details,
McBride selected finishes and furnishings
that lend a relaxing environment for the
client and his family to escape to while
in the city. “The homeowner is very busy
and travels a lot for work, so he wanted
this space to feel peaceful and calm.” That
meant a tranquil palette of warm grays,
taupes and blues. The myriad wallcoverings
used throughout the home feature subtle
patterns and textures enhancing both
the indoor and outdoor scenery, which
McBride kept visually accessible through
an unobtrusive combination of retractable
window shades and stationary draperies.
But as atmospheric as the surroundings
may be, the rooms never feel cold due to the
designer’s skillful use of layered warmth.

Soft gray hardwood floors enliven each
room, while the primary bathroom is
softened with rose-gold hardware.
Despite its sleek and clean-lined aesthetic, perhaps the most defining feature
of the home is its livability. “The homeowner wanted to make sure that all generations of his family would feel comfortable
in this space,” says McBride. “Everything is
comfortable, but clean and modern too.” In
other words, a home that feels as good as it
looks. See Resources, Back of Book.
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