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Soaring ceilings accented with reclaimed wooden beams and floor-to-ceiling iron windows and doors create a dramatic 
living room that Socci decorated with neutral-toned sink-in upholstery set off by blue drapery panels and vibrant art.

THE JOYFUL 
HOME

DESIGNER CHRIS SOCCI TAKES HIS CLIENT’S WELL-ARTICULATED PLANS FOR HER NEW 
DREAM HOUSE IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND MIXES UP A RECIPE GROUNDED IN 

ELEGANCE PEPPERED WITH A DASH OR TWO OF WELCOME SURPRISE.
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I
nterior designer Chris Socci’s client Wendy Hovancik has a fabulous  
sentimental streak. “I’m inspired by experiences in my life and memories 
of the past,” she says of her Atlanta, Georgia, home. It reveals a road map 
of Wendy’s childhood and her life with husband Andy and her three 
grown children in small ways and larger ones. “Every room has a nostalgic  
reference,” explains Socci. “We had a pillow made out of a skirt from her 

first job; there’s buttons from a jacket she wore when she met her husband on  
bolster pillows in her closet; and there are different reminders of her grandmother’s  
house in Brooklyn, such as a certain shade of green used in her décor and  
a bathroom vanity filled with faceted crystal pieces.”

The Hovanciks’ extensive travels also influenced their decisions, starting with 
the style of the house itself. “We’ve spent a lot of time in London and fell in love 
with English architecture, and I knew I wanted an interpretation of that,” says 
Hovancik. The Hovanciks hired Rick Hatch of Harrison Design to bring it to 
fruition. “I started looking at all the images they had collected, and there was a 
recurring touchstone—gabled English styles,” says Hatch. “So, we settled  
on a classic English manor with a brick-and-limestone façade.” The architect veered 
a little off course by including an abundance of large iron windows and sliding  

Above: Arched details provide a graceful entrance to the home while a herringbone floor 
design sets the space apart from the adjoining rooms. Right: The paneled dining room 
painted in a gray tone paired with a large mirror introduces some moodiness to the dining 
room tempered by a pale washed Moattar rug and white-framed dining chairs.
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doors. “Having grown up in New York apartments and living 
in Portland, Oregon, for years, I wanted as much light as  
possible everywhere,” says Hovancik. “In several rooms, 
there are three-way views onto the property,” adds Hatch. 
The pool and landscape were also inspired by memories of 
the Hovanciks’ trips to Costa Rica and other alfresco dining 
experiences abroad.

In addition to references of the past and detailed plans, 
Hovancik also wanted a sense of joyfulness reflected in her 
home and a place to create new memories with her current 
and future grandchildren. “Wendy and Andy believe that 
laughter is the most important emotion you can bring to life; 
they didn’t want their house to be too serious,” says the  
designer. Within an envelope of tailored elegance and an 
understated palette of soft grays, beiges, and taupes with 
brushstrokes of matte gold and platinum are injections of  
color and fun. “Chris totally understood my plans and vision, 

Above: A favorite color combination of Hovancik’s creates a cheerful 
home office with a favorite painting by Ysabel Lemay as the star of 
the show. An ikat fabric for the roman shades and a modern brass-
and-glass chandelier complete the mood. Below left: Socci 
employed wallpapers both patterned and solid to bring texture and 
to break up the drywall in the new home. Right: The library presents 
a more masculine attitude with its oak-paneled walls and streamlined 
iron chandelier while a favorite blue hue adds a lively note.
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Clockwise from top: The kitchen, painted a creamy taupe color, includes  
a marble wall, pale oak floors, and a large iron picture window. “In a large 
home like this, it was important to add distinguishing features, so in the 
breakfast room, the ceiling includes reclaimed wood detailing,” says Socci. 
A convenient scullery provides ample storage space for entertaining essentials. 

but he also pushed me to add in some more unex-
pected moments,” says Hovancik. Socci introduced 
teal blue window panels on the floor-to-ceiling iron 
windows and doors in the serene neutral living 
room to inject a bit a boldness. “We also used wall 
coverings to add a more dynamic presence,” says 
the designer. For example, a blue floral watercolor-
like paper brings dreaminess to one powder bath, 
an edgy clashing lines paper in the sons’ sitting 
room is reminiscent of New York skyscrapers, and 
exaggerated palm fronds lend a tropical attitude to 
the golf simulator space in the basement. 

Art also adds another layer of intrigue and is 
more than just a supporting player throughout the 
home. “I’ve been collecting art for decades, but  
after we started planning this house in earnest,  
I become even more focused on finding pieces that 
would suit the scale of the rooms,” says Hovancik. 
“When I fell in love with something, I asked the 

Clockwise from top left: In the sitting room that adjoins 
the boys’ bedrooms, the direction was boutique city 
hotel, reflecting their time in New York and London. 
Hovancik wanted each of her children’s rooms to reflect 
their personality. “My daughter loves the beach, so we 
went in a light and bright direction in her sitting room,”she 
says. The lower level is outfitted for fun and lounging with  
a golf simulator, pool table, plush sectional sofa, and 
wine storage with a tasting area.
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gallery to hold on to it until we could find a place for it!” 
Hovancik decided where each piece would hang during  

the planning stages so she could have art lights installed to 
highlight her finds. Socci and his client even planned rooms 
around certain works of art. For example, in a color  
departure from the rest of the downstairs, Hovancik’s office 
is wrapped in navy blue on every surface, including all the 
built-ins, which makes the eye go directly to a favorite piece—
a large circle of goldfish on a white ground by Ysabel Lemay 
accompanied by an orange chair, a favorite color combination 
of hers. Some of the art plays off the interior décor, and  
sometimes it’s a departure, such as the primary-colored piece 
by Debby Krim in a hall that leads to Hovancik’s glamorous  
closet, but every choice is carefully considered. From the  
bigger decisions, such as the lovely large plank white oak, 
down to the smallest, like the kitchen hardware, the Hovancik 
home reveals an expertly calibrated symphony with a few pop 
tunes thrown in for good measure.

Left and opposite: The primary bedroom shows off neutral accents 
with a dusty lavender color that is used on the drapery panels and 
for prints for the bed and window seat pillows, all from Lee Jofa. 
Below: Another large picture window serves as the backdrop  
for a Waterworks soaking tub. The exceptional crystal chandelier  
is by Baccarat. 
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